Death of Parnell
a Turkish bath, after which he went down to Brighton* He
sat before the fire that night, very tired and a little dased,
and when bedtime came he could not walk to his room
without help* He slept, but not for long, and presently his
talk turned to Ireland and the Irish peasants and the suffer-
ings they had endured " during those awful years of famine/'
On Saturday morning he was a little better, but on Sunday
he was worse, and the local doctor was sent for. That night
he slept badly, and towards the morning he became feverish*
All Monday " he was in much pain, afraid to move a finger
because of it*" He was sleepless again on Monday night, and
on Tuesday morning the fever had increased. He dozed
a little during the evening, and Mrs* Parnell heard him
murmuring in his sleep " the Conservative party/' An hour
or two later he sighed and became unconscious* At midnight
he died,1
V
The news of his death stirred England and stunned Ireland*
A week earlier, on September 30, 1891, General Boulanger
shot himself on the grave of his mistress* Madame de Boune-
mains, in Brussels, and the romantic public associated the one
death with the other, and rumour ran round London asserting
that Parnell had committed suicide* Legend, indeed, became
very busy with him then* Many said and believed to the
end of their days that he was alive*- The present writer
remembers in his boyhood being told in Belfast, during the
Boer War, that General De Wet was really Mr* Parnell*
The cause of this belief was, first, the singular shape of the
coffin in which he was carried to his grave: it was of medieval
1  On the following day, October 7, 1891, Sir John Pope Hennessy,
the victor of North Kilkenny, died*
2  Mr* Lennox Robinson based one of his plays, The Lost Leader, on
this legend*
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